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In an article in the Church of Ireland
Gazette, Archbishop Robin Eames, the senior
primate in the worldwide Anglican
Communion, recently addressed some of the
burning questions that he and other primates
will face at special meeting October 15-16 at
Lambeth Palace in London, called by
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams. 

Acknowledging that the decision by the
Episcopal Church's General Convention in
Minneapolis to endorse the election of the
church's first openly gay bishop “has pro-
voked a crisis,” it may be an identity crisis,
opening questions of what holds the Anglican
Communion together, Eames wrote. 

No matter where one stands on the conse-
cration of Gene Robinson as bishop of New
Hampshire, Eames said it brings into question
“the nature of unity and relationships of the
diverse provinces which make up the
Communion... by bringing to light very deep
divisions on this question which have existed
within Anglicanism and beyond.” Those sharp
divisions of opinion "compel a careful exami-
nation of the nature of the Anglican
Communion and its structures," especially in
light of suggestions that the Episcopal Church
USA be expelled from the Communion.

Eames pointed to another crisis that raised
issues of structure and the meaning of rela-
tionships -- the ordination of women to the
priesthood and episcopate in 1988. He was
appointed by then-Archbishop of Canterbury
Robert Runcie to head an international com-
mission that was asked to prepare pastoral
guidelines to encourage the “highest degree
of communion” among the different
provinces. “My experience then and since
has convinced me that the fundamental issue
for our Communion is: How do we live
together with differing opinions, different
cultures, but maintain some semblance of
active communion? I believe Anglicanism
will survive this current controversy. The
question is in what form?” He suggested that

the Communion might need a similar set of
guidelines now.

Pointing out that Anglicanism has “consis-
tently rejected” attempts to establish regula-
tions and rules, he said that instead it has
opted for jealously guarding the autonomy of
individual provinces. “Provincial govern-
ment, usually through synodical structures
and the exercise of episcopacy, has enshrined
this degree of individuality,” Eames said, with
the common tie of communion with the See
of Canterbury. “But I am unaware of any
agreed rules governing such relationships
beyond the desire to be in communion," he
said. “Therefore when we talk of expulsion,
the question arises -- expulsion from what?”

The election in New Hampshire is “clearly
in breach of the majority opinion of the bish-
ops in 1998” at the Lambeth Conference and
“clearly contrary to the view of a large num-
ber of Anglicans,” Eames noted, but "is there
a tangible manner within the structures of our
Communion as presently constituted to do
more than express concern and criticism..." If
there are no rules for membership in the
Anglican Communion “there are no rules for
expulsion of a member church,” he argued.

The archbishop of Canterbury, as a “first
among equals,” could withhold an invitation to the
Lambeth Conference or the Primates' Meeting
“but the fact remains that no constitutional basis
exists for the expulsion of any province from the
Anglican Communion,” Eames said.

While provincial autonomy “permits dif-
ferent attitudes to discipline and to ways of
presenting the Gospel,” he said that
“Anglicans seek to preserve the identity or
communion of a world family. This does not
prevent disagreements between members of
the family on what Scripture says, but it is far
from saying we do not care about the prima-
cy of Scripture,” Eames added.

“Laws apart, opinions apart, and sensitivi-
ties apart, diversity of culture, practice and
lifestyles have been and will most likely con-
tinue to be the experience of a world family
such as the Anglican Communion,” Eames
concluded. “Perhaps the main question aris-

ing for us at this time is simply: How do we
live with and how do we understand differ-
ence? What price unity?”

Liberia struggles toward 
uncertain future

ENS: Now officially the world's poorest
country, Liberia is stumbling toward an uncer-
tain future, clinging to a fragile peace while
attempting to rebuild a devastated nation. 

Gyude Bryant, an Episcopalian who will
assume interim administration for the coun-
try on October 14, is pleading for support
from the international community. “We are
now in transition-and transition costs
money,” he said. “We will be prudent on how
we use these funds,” he said in an interview
with Ecumenical News International in
Ghana after peace talks that led to President
Charles Taylor's exile in Nigeria.

Bryant, who chairs the board of trustees of the
Episcopal Church in Liberia, pledged that his
administration would be “transparent and open”
in the way it handles international assistance.

Yet there are signs that the violence con-
tinues. Church World Service (CWS), the
humanitarian and relief agency of the
National Council of Churches in the US, has
issued a warning that President George
Bush's determination to remove US troops
by October 1 “would destabilize Liberia's
fragile peace.” United Nations troops will
not be able to fill the vacuum until after
November 1, CWS reported.

“CWS partners in Monrovia, the Liberian
Council of Churches, have stated that the mere
presence of the US ships, containing approxi-
mately 3,500 Marines and clearly visible offshore,
are a stabilizing and calming influence on the
shaky situation in war-torn Liberia," according to
Brian Hinman of CWS. In urging NCC member
churches to contact members of the Senate
Armed Services Committee and seek an exten-
sion for the American presence, he said that
removal of the ships "would embolden the rebel
armies to effect gains on the battlefield that were
frozen in the current peace agreement. That agree-
ment, already fragile, would be in shambles."

My favorite introductory book on
Islam is Seyyed Nasr’s Islam: Religion,
History, and Civilization (HarperCollins,
2003). Several factors make Nasr’s book
stand out.

First, Nasr is a Muslim, so in his book,
you hear an authentic Muslim voice
explaining Islam “from the inside,” in
contrast to most introductory books
about Islam, which are written by non-
Muslims. Some of them do a creditable
job, but I prefer a Muslim presenting his
own tradition “from the heart.”

Also, while Nasr was born and
raised in Iran, he has lived in the West
for many years, studying at M.I.T. and
Harvard. He knows Western (and
Christian) history and intellectual his-
tory and also how to speak to
Westerners. He “bridges the gap”

between the two cultures.  
Nasr also comes out of the Shi’a and

Sufi (Islamic mysticism) traditions, so
his presentation of Islam is more
attractive to Westerners than it might
be if he came from some other strains
within Islam. Both movements tend to
be more broad-minded and inclusive
than Sunni orthodoxy, the majority tra-
dition in Islam. Because the Shi’as and
Sufis are minorities rejected by the
Sunnis (some of whom deny they are
even Muslims), they conceive of Islam
as containing diversity of thought and
practice (though united in essentials).
Sunnis tend to see Islam as monolithic
(without diversity) and equal to Sunni
orthodoxy. This means that most books
written by Sunnis strike Westerners as
rigid and therefore not attractive. The

approach of
Nasr’s book
strikes one as
fundamentally
respectful of
Judaism and
Chr i s t i an i ty
and of the West
in general.
Nasr’s hope for
the West is that
there will be a
return to
Chr i s t i an i ty
and Judaism

and away from godless secularism and
skepticism. The Islamic world is in a
better state spiritually because most
people there have retained a God-cen-
tered worldview.

Of introductory books on Islam
written by non-Muslims, John
Esposito’s Islam: The Straight Path
(Oxford, 1998) stands out for its

detailed treatment of religious/political
movements in the Islamic world over
the past 200 years.

The unparalleled reference work for
the Islamic world since 1789 is The
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern
Islamic World (4 volumes, 1995,
$177). Slightly less expensive is the
Islamic Desk Reference (Brill, 1994,
list price $106). It contains 5,000 suc-
cinct entries.

I hope these recommendations will
give a place to start learning about this
important religion (second only to
Christianity in size), which is closely
related to Christianity and Judaism.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,

Episcopal life and other religious sub-
jects. Send questions to 2146

Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episcopal-

dso.zzn.com.
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S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R
I’d like to learn more about Islam. Can

you recommend some good books?


